Saigon nga`y 8.11.2003

Tu' Ga`n

BO.N A'C O^N CO^N DDO^`

 Trong cuo^'n ba(ng da`i 30 tie^'ng ddo^`ng ho^` do thu+ vie^.n Johson Library o+? Austin, Texas, co^ng bo^' nga`y 28.2.2003, To^?ng Tho^'ng Johnson dda~ go.i ca'c  tu+o+'ng mie^`n Nam Vie^.t Nam ddu+o+.c Hoa Ky` thue^ la`m dda?o cha'nh la^.t ddo^? va` gie^'t To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m la` “mo^.t bo.n a'c o^n co^n ddo^`  dda'ng nguye^`n ru?a” (a goddam bunch of thugs)\. Ho. la` ai va` dda~ la`m gi` ma` bi. To^?ng Tho^'ng Johnson mie^.t thi. nhu+ va^.y\?

NHA^.N DIE^.N BO.N A'C O^N CO^N DDO^`

        Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n cho bie^'t ca'c si~ quan sau dda^y dda~ na(`m trong nho'm ddu+'ng ra to^? chu+'c dda?o cha'nh: Trung Tu+o+'ng Du+o+ng Va(n Minh, Trung  Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Thie^.n Khie^m, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Mai Hu+~u Xua^n, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng To^n Tha^'t DDi'nh, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng  Nguye^~n Kha'nh, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Le^ Va(n Kim, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n Minh, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Pha.m Xua^n Chie^?u, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Le^ Va(n Nghie^m,  DDa.i Ta' Nguye^~n Va(n Thie^.u, DDa.i Ta' DDo^~ Ma^.u, DDa.i Ta' Du+o+ng Ngo.c La('m, DDa.i Ta' Nguye^~n Va(n Quan, DDa.i Ta' Nguye^~n Hu+~u Co', DDa.i Ta'  Tra^`n Ngo.c Huye^'n, DDa.i Ta' Nguye^~n Khu+o+ng va` DDa.i Ta' DDo^~ Cao Tri'\.

        Trong mo^.t cuo^.c pho?ng va^'n, Tu+o+'ng Kha'nh co' no'i vo+'i chu'ng to^i ra(`ng o^ng la` ngu+o+`i ddu+o+.c CIA tie^'p xu'c tru+o+'c tie^n khi muo^'n la`m dda?o cha'nh\.  Nhu+ng theo ta`i lie^.u, CIA dda~ cho hai ddie^.p vie^n kha'c nhau dde^'n ga(.p Tu+o+'ng Khie^m va` Tu+o+'ng Kha'nh cu`ng mo^.t lu'c\. DDie^.p vie^n Lucien Emile Conein  dde^'n ga(.p Tu+o+'ng Khie^m, mo^.t nha^n vie^n CIA, lu'c ddo' la` Tham Mu+u Tru+o+?ng Lie^n Qua^n, va` cho bie^'t quye^'t ddi.nh cu?a Hoa Ky` muo^'n la^.t ddo^?  To^'ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m\. Tu+o+'ng Khie^m ddo^`ng y' nha^.n thu+.c hie^.n ke^' hoa.ch ddo', nhu+ng go+.i y' ne^n ddi ga(.p Tu+o+'ng Du+o+ng Va(n Minh va`  Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n\. Trong khi ddo', mo^.t ddie^.p vie^n kha'c la` Al Spera, co^' va^'n chi'nh tri. Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u, ddi Pleiku ga(.p Tu+o+'ng Nguye^~n  Kha'nh, mo^.t co^.ng ta'c vie^n kha'c cu?a CIA, dde^? tha?o lua^.n ve^` vie^.c na`y\. Khi Al Spera ho?i Tu+o+'ng Kha'nh ve^` tu+o+'ng Khie^m, Tu+o+'ng Kha'nh dda~ na('m  cha(.t hai ba`n tay cu?a mi`nh la.i va` no'i: “Chu'ng to^i nhu+ the^' na`y”\.

        Sau khi Tu+o+'ng Khie^m va` Lucien Conein pha'c xong ho.a ke^' hoa.ch ha`nh ddo^.ng, nga`y 2.10.1963 khi Tu+o+'ng DDo^n le^n phi tru+o+`ng ddi Nha Trang thi` Lucien  Conein dde^'n ga(.p va` he.n se~ no'i chuye^.n vo+'i nhau o+? Nha Trang\. To^'i ho^m ddo', ta.i Nha Trang, Lucien Conein thuye^'t phu.c Tu+o+'ng DDo^n la`m dda?o cha'nh  va` Tu+o+'ng DDo^n dda~ ddo^`ng y'\. Nga`y 5.10.1963, Lucien Conein la.i dde^'n ba`n chuye^.n na`y vo+'i Tu+o+'ng Du+o+ng Va(n Minh\. Tu+o+'ng Minh cu~ng ddo^`ng  y'\. Tu+o+'ng DDo^n ddu+o+.c giao cho pho^'i tri' lu+.c lu+o+.ng, co`n Tu+o+'ng Minh la~nh dda.o Ho^.i DDo^`ng Ca'ch Ma.ng\. Ta^'t ca? na(`m du+o+'i su+. chi? dda.o cu?a  Lucien Conein va` Tu+o+'ng Khie^m\.

 1.- Vai tro` cu?a Lucien Emile Conein

        Chu'ng to^i chu+a ti`m ddu+o+.c ta`i lie^.u na`o no'i ve^` ddie^.p vie^n Al Spera, nhu+ng chu'ng to^i co' kha' nhie^`u ta`i lie^.u ve^` ddie^.p vie^n Lucien Emile Conein\. O^ng  sinh na(m 1919 ta.i Paris, mo^` co^i cha so+'m, lu'c mo+'i 5 tuo^?i ddu+o+.c me. go+?i sang Hoa Ky` so^'ng vo+'i ba` di` ta.i Kansas City thuo^.c tie^?u bang Kansas, nhu+ng  va^~n giu+~ quo^'c ti.ch Pha'p\. O^ng dda~ tu+`ng la`m ddie^.p vie^n cho OSS (tie^`n tha^n cu?a CIA) tu+` na(m 1943 vo+'i ca^'p ba^.c Trung U'y, hoa.t ddo^.ng cho^'ng  DDu+'c Quo^'c Xa? trong DDe^. Nhi. The^' Chie^'n o+? A^u Cha^u, ro^`i qua Ba('c Vie^.t khi chie^'n tranh cha^'m du+'t\. Tu+` 1954 dde^'n 1956 o^ng dde^'n Vie^.t Nam  hoa.t ddo^.ng trong toa'n dda(.c nhie^.m du+o+'i quye^`n cu?a DDa.i Ta' Edward Lansdale, ngu+o+`i dda~ giu'p To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m cho^'ng la.i nho'm Ba?y  Vie^~n va` Tu+o+'ng Nguye^~n Va(n Hinh\. Sau ddo', o^ng tro+? ve^` My~ va` tham gia Lu+.c Lu+o+.ng DDa(.c Bie^.t (Special Force), nhu+ng va^~n co`n la`m vie^.c cho  CIA\. 

        Na(m 1961 o^ng dda~ xin ve^` hu+u, nhu+ng na(m 1962 o^ng ddu+o+.c CIA go.i la`m vie^.c tro+? la.i va` phong cho chu+'c Trung Ta' vo+'i bi' danh la` Lulu hay Black Luigi,  ro^`i go+?i qua Sa`i Go`n la`m co^' va^'n cho Bo^. No^.i Vu.\. Nhu+ng trong thu+.c te^', Lucien Conein co' nhie^.m vu. mo'c no^'i vo+'i ca'c tu+o+'ng Vie^.t Nam ma` o^ng  dda~ co' di.p quen bie^'t khi phu.c vu. du+o+'i quye^`n cu?a DDa.i Ta' Lansdale, dde^? chua^?n bi. to^? chu+'c dda?o cha'nh la^.t ddo^? To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh  Die^.m\.

        DDa.i Su+' Henry Cabot Lodge go.i Lucien Conein la` “the indispensable man” (con ngu+o+`i ra^'t ca^`n thie^'t)\. Co`n trong cuo^'n "Vietnam: A History," su+? gia Stanley  Karnow no'i ra(`ng Lucien Conein la` “mo^.t ngu+o+`i la^.p di., mo^.t ngu+o+`i na'o nhie^.t, mo^.t nha^n vie^n ti`nh ba'o ra^'t nha.y ca?m va` hoa`n toa`n chuye^n nghie^.p,  thu+o+`ng kho^ng the^? kie^?m soa't ddu+o+.c” Sau na`y, Everette E\. Howard Hunt cu~ng dda~ du+. ti'nh du`ng Lucien Conein trong vu. Watergate\. 

        Mo^~i la^`n ddu+o+.c pho?ng va^'n, Lucien Conein thu+o+`ng mo+? dda^`u ca^u chuye^.n ba(`ng ca^u: “Ba^y gio+`, dda^y la` su+. tha^.t hai ma(.t, la` thu+' danh du+. cu?a  hu+o+'ng dda.o sinh, la` su+. tha^.t hai ma(.t” hay “DDu+`ng tin ba^'t cu+' ddie^`u gi` to^i no'i; to^i la` mo^.t te^n no'i do^'i chuye^n nghie^.p” 

        Khi cuo^.c dda?o cha'nh nga`y 1.11.1963 xa^?y ra, Lucien Conein dde^'n Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u chi? dda.o tru+.c tie^'p\. O^ng ngo^`i tre^n ghe^' cu?a Tu+o+'ng Le^ Va(n  Ty., dda(.t hai tu'i ba.c du+o+'i ghe^', hai cha^n ga'c le^n ba`n, be^n ca.nh co' kha^?u 375 Magnum, chi? huy ca'c tu+o+'ng Vie^.t Nam thu+.c hie^.n\. Trong cuo^'n Vie^.t Nam  Nha^n Chu+'ng, Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n cho bie^'t khi hay tin o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu dda~ ra kho?i Dinh Gia Long, Lucien Conein dda~ ho?i: “Hai o^ng a^'y ddi  dda^u\? Pha?i ba('t la.i cho ky` ddu+o+.c, vi` ra^'t quan tro.ng”\. Lucien Conein dda~ no'i vo+'i ca'c tu+o+'ng dda?o cha'nh ba(`ng tie^'n Pha'p: “On ne fait pas d'omelette sans  casser les oeufs.” (Ngu+o+`i ta kho^ng the^? la`m mo'n tru+'ng ra'n ma` kho^ng dda^.p be^? nhu+~ng ca'i tru+'ng.) (trang 228)

        Khi bu+o+'c xuo^'ng thuye^`n dda`i nga`y 3.6.1998 ta.i Virginia, Lucien Conei dda~ o^m theo kha' nhie^`u bi' ma^.t cu?a cuo^.c dda?o cha'nh nga`y 1.11.1963\.

 2.- Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Thie^.n Khie^m

        Trong cuo^'n “Vie^.t Nam nha^n chu+'ng”, Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n no'i ra(`ng trong ke^' hoa.ch dda?o cha'nh, o^ng ra^'t de` da(.t vo+'i Tu+o+'ng Khie^m vi` tu+o+'ng  na`y ra^'t ddu+o+.c o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu tin ca^.y\. Vo+. o^ng, ba` DDinh Thi. Ye^'n, la.i co' cha^n trong ban cha^'p ha`nh Phong Tra`o Phu. Nu+~ Lie^n DDo+'i Trung  U+o+ng cu?a ba` Nhu va` la` da^n bie^?u Quo^'c Ho^.i, thu+o+`ng ddi sa't vo+'i ba` Nhu\. O^ng nho+` Tu+o+'ng Minh tha(m do`\. Qua mo^.t ngu+o+`i My~ “cam ke^'t va`  ti`m hie^?u”, Tu+o+'ng Minh cho bie^'t Tu+o+'ng Khie^m ddo^`ng y' tham gia dda?o cha'nh\.

        Khi vie^'t nhu+ va^.y, Tu+o+'ng DDo^n kho^ng bie^'t gi` nhie^`u ve^` su+. sa('p xe^'p cu?a CIA trong cuo^.c dda?o cha'nh na`y\. Ngay ca? khi le^.nh gie^'t o^ng Die^.m va`  o^ng Nhu ddu+o+.c CIA truye^`n xuo^'ng, Tu+o+'ng DDo^n cu~ng kho^ng he^` ddu+o+.c cho bie^'t\. Mo^.t va`i ca^u chuye^.n sau dda^y do mo^.t nha^n chu+'ng co' ma(.t  ta.i Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u trong suo^'t tho+`i gian cuo^.c dda?o cha'nh nga`y 1.11.1963 xa^?y ra, cu~ng ddu? cho chu'ng ta tha^'y va`i tro` cu?a Tu+o+'ng Khie^m quan  tro.ng nhu+ the^' na`o:

        - Khoa?ng 1 gio+` 25 tru+a nga`y 1.11.1963, Tu+o+'ng Khie^m bu+o+'c ra bu+o+'c va`o no+i o^ng la`m vie^.c\. DDu'ng 1 gio+` 30, tin dda?o cha'nh ddu+o+.c pho^? bie^'n,  ca'c tu+o+'ng la~nh lie^n mie^n ra va`o va(n pho`ng Tu+o+'ng Khie^m\.

        - Sa'ng 2.11.1963, co' ngu+o+`i ddem bo^. complet ma`u xa'm sa^.m dde^'n ddu+'ng o+? la^`u ba cho+`\. Tuy pha'i cu?a Tu+o+'ng Khie^m ra ho?i thi` ddu+o+.c bie^'t  ngu+o+`i na`y ddu+o+.c go.i ddem a'o to+'i cho To^?ng Tho^'ng Die^.m\. Khoa?ng 9 gio+`, mo^.t dda.i ta' bu+o+'c va`o pho`ng Tu+o+'ng Khie^m\. Hai phu't sau, dda.i ta' na`y  bu+o+'c ra va` ba?o ngu+o+`i kia ddem bo^. ddo^` complet ve^`, vi` To^?ng Tho^'ng dda~ che^'t! Tre^n la^`u, nhie^`u tu+o+'ng la~nh ra va`o pho`ng Tu+o+'ng Khie^m ra^'t  nho^.n di.p\. Buo^?i to^'i, sau khi xa'c o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu ddu+o+.c lie^.m xong, mo^.t ba'o ca'o dda~ ddu+o+.c tri`nh le^n cho Tu+o+'ng Khie^m bie^'t\. 

        - Khuya 3.11.1963, khi mo.i vie^.c dda~ xong xuo^i, Tu+o+'ng Khie^m cho go.i DDa.i Ta' Tra^`n Va(n Trung, Tham Mu+u Pho' Nha^n Vie^n, va` DDa.i Ta' DDa(.ng Va(n  Quang, Tham Mu+u Pho' Tie^'p Va^.n, va`o va(n pho`ng o^ng va` ra le^.nh: “Hai ‘toi’ tru+.c o+? dda^y dde^m nay, ‘moi’ ve^` nghi?\.

        - Mo^.t tua^`n le^~ sau, Tu+o+'ng Khie^m bu+o+'c va`o ban va(n thu+ va` ho?i DDa.i U'y Pha.m Ba' Hoa, cha'nh va(n pho`ng cu?a o^ng: “Co' cho anh em mo^~i ngu+o+`i le^n  mo^.t ca^'p chu+a\? Ne^'u co' gi` xa?y ra, ‘moi’ bay dda^`u thi` ca'c anh em cu~ng kho^ng ddu+o+.c ye^n dda^u.”

        DDo.c the^m cuo^'n “DDo^i do`ng ghi nho+'” cu?a DDa.i Ta' Nguye^~n Ba' Hoa, ddo.c gia? se~ tha^'y ro~ ho+n quye^`n ha`nh cu?a Tu+o+'ng Khie^m trong cuo^.c dda?o  cha'nh na`y\.

 LE^.NH HA`NH QUYE^'T

        Tu+` tru+o+'c dde^'n nay, chu'ng ta thu+o+`ng tranh lua^.n ve^` ai dda~ ra le^.nh gie^'t To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m va` o^ng Co^' Va^'n Ngo^ DDi`nh Nhu\. Nay  cuo^'n ba(ng cu?a To^?ng Tho^'ng Johnson dda~ chi'nh thu+'c xa'c nha^.n ra(`ng chi'nh quye^`n Kennedy (Kennedy administration) dda~ ra le^.nh gie^'t, ne^n va^'n dde^` na`y  kho^ng ca^`n pha?i tranh lua^.n nu+~a\.

        Le^.nh ha`nh quye^'t do Washington truye^`n cho DDa.i Su+' Lodge o+? Sa`i Go`n\. O^ng na`y truye^`n cho Tra^`n Thie^.n Khie^m va` Du+o+ng Va(n Minh qua Lucien  Conein\. Tu+o+'ng Minh giao cho ca^.n ve^. cu?a mi`nh la` DDa.i U'y Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung thi ha`nh du+o+'i su+. chi? dda.o cu?a Tu+o+'ng Mai Hu+~u Xua^n\. Ca'c si~  quan kha'c, ke^? ca? Tu+o+'ng DDo^n, dde^`u kho^ng bie^'t gi` he^'t\.

        Nhu+ dda~ no'i o+? tru+o+'c, ngoa`i To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m va` o^ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Nhu, DDa.i Su+' Henry Cabot Lodge dda~ quye^'t ddi.nh gie^'t the^m Ngo^  DDi`nh Ca^?n va` DDa.i Ta' Le^ Quang Tung, Tu+ Le^.nh Lu+.c Lu+o+.ng DDa(.c Bie^.t\. Tu+o+'ng Du+o+ng Va(n Minh dda~ ra le^.nh cho Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung ddu+a  DDa.i Ta' Le^ Quang Tung ra nghi~a trang Ba('c Vie^.t Tu+o+ng Te^' phi'a sau Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u dda^m che^'t va` vu`i tha^y o+? ddo'\. Muo^'n gie^'t o^ng Ngo^  DDi`nh Ca^?n, CIA pha?i lu+`a o^ng va`o To`a La~nh Su+. My~ o+? Hue^', no'i ra(`ng se~ cho ddi ngoa.i quo^'c, sau ddo' du`ng co^ng ddie^.n ba'o ca'o la'o ve^` Washington  no'i ra(`ng trong nha` o^ng Ca^?n co' ha^`m cho^n ngu+o+`i va` su'ng, da^n chu'ng ddang bie^?u ti`nh, ro^`i giao o^ng Ca^?n cho Tu+o+'ng Kha'nh gie^'t\. Tro+ng cuo^'n  “Vie^.t Nam Nha^n Chu+'ng”, Tu+o+'ng DDo^n xa'c nha^.n trong nha` o^ng Ca^?n kho^ng he^` co' ha^`m cho^n ngu+o+`i hay su'ng\.

        Tuy nhie^n, chu'ng to^i nghi~ ra(`ng so+? di~ To^?ng Tho^'ng Johson dda~ go.i nho'm tu+o+'ng la~nh ddu+o+.c thue^ la`m dda?o cha'nh la` “mo^.t bo.n a'c o^n co^n ddo^`  dda'ng nguye^`n ru?a” vi` hai ly' do: Ly' do thu+' nha^'t la` ca'ch thu+'c gie^'t To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m va` o^ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Nhu\. Chu+a mo^.t nha` la~nh dda.o  na`o tre^n the^' gio+'i dda~ bi. bo.n tay cha^n bo^. ha. tha^n ti'n, ddu+o+.c hu+o+?ng nhie^`u o+n mu+a mo'c, gie^'t mo^.t ca'ch the^ tha?m nhu+ the^' trong mo^.t cuo^.c  dda?o cha'nh\. Ly' do thu+' hai la` su+. tham nhu~ng va` ba^'t ta`i cu?a nho'm na`y\.

 HA`NH DDO^.NG A'C O^N CO^N DDO^`

        Khoa?ng 10 gio+` nga`y 2.11.1963, khi chie^'c M113 cho+? xa'c o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu ve^` dde^'n Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u, dda^.u tre^n sa^n co? phi'a tay pha?i\.  Mo+? cu+?a xe phi'a sau ra, ngu+o+`i ta tha^'y o^ng Die^.m ma(.c bo^. complet ma`u xa'm sa^.m, o^ng Nhu ma(.c bo^. complet ma`u ho+i na^u ti'm\. Ca? hai bi. tro'i thu'c ke'  tay sau lu+ng, na(`m nghie^ng tre^n sa`n xe, ma'u me da^`m de^`\. Mo^.t qua^n ca?nh ddu+'ng ga'c ta.i ddo' cho bie^'t, Tu+o+'ng Du+o+ng Va(n Minh dda~ xuo^'ng va` tu+. tay  va.ch qua^`n o^ng Die^.m ra xem co' “chim” kho^ng!

        Vo+'i ca'c da^'u ve^'t tre^n hai xa'c che^'t nhu+ va^.y, nhie^`u ngu+o+`i dda~ dda(.t ca^u ho?i: Hai o^ng dda~ bi. gie^'t nhu+ the^' na`o\? Ca'ch tu+o+`ng thua^.t cu?a mo^~i  ngu+o+`i mo^~i kha'c\.

        Trong cuo^'n “Assassin in our Time” (Ke? sa't nha^n trong tho+`i dda.i chu'ng ta) xua^'t  ba?n na(m 1976, o+? trang 142, Sandy Lesberg dda~ mo^ ta? nhu+ sau: O^ng Die^.m  va` o^ng Nhu ngo^`i vo+'i hai tay tro'i sau lu+ng\. Trong khi o^ng Die^.m giu+~ im la(.ng, ba^'t thi`nh li`nh vie^n thie^'u ta' du`ng dao ga(m (bayonet) dda^m o^ng Nhu 15 hay 20  la^`n\. Sau ddo', ha('n ta ru't su'ng lu.c ba('n va`o sau dda^`u o^ng Die^.m\. Tha^'y o^ng Nhu co`n qua(`n qua.i tre^n sa`n, vie^n thie^'u ta' ban cho o^ng ta mo^.t cu' a^n hue^.  ba(`ng ca'ch cu~ng ba('n va`o dda^`u o^ng ta\.

        Sandy Lesberg kho^ng cho bie^'t o^ng dda~ la^'y tin na`y tu+` ai\. Tha^.t ra, lu'c ddo' Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung co`n la` DDa.i U'y, sau na`y mo+'i ddu+o+.c tha(ng Thie^'u Ta'\.

        Vo+'i cuo^'n “Les Guerres du Vietnam” (Chie^'n tranh Vie^.t Nam” xua^'t ba?n na(m 1985, Tu+o+'ng Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n kho^ng he^` mo^ ta? gi` dde^'n ca'ch gie^'t o^ng  Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu, ma` chi? mo^ ta? ve^` su+. ta`n a'c cu?a sa't thu? Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung ma` tho^i\. 

        Ba` Ellen J\. Hammer, ta'c gia? cu?a cuo^'n “A Death in November” (Ca'i che^'t va`o tha'ng mu+o+`i mo^.t), no'i ra(`ng khi chie^'c xe cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu du+`ng  la.i o+? co^?ng xe lu+?a ddu+o+`ng Ho^`ng Tha^.p Tu+., Thie^'u Ta' Du+o+ng Hie^'u Nghi~a tu+` tre^n mie^.ng cu+?a xe lia mo^.t tra`ng tie^?u lie^n va`o hai o^ng Die^.m va`  Nhu\. DDa.i U'y Nhung ru't su'ng Colt ra bo^`i the^m ma^'y pha't va`o dda^`u\. Nhu+ng tha^'y chu+a tho?a lo`ng, Nhung ru't dao ga(m dda^m to+'i ta^'p va`o ngu+.c hai anh em  o^ng Die^.m\.

        Thie^'u Ta' Du+o+ng Hie^'u Nghi~a phu? nha^.n lo+`i tu+o+`ng thua^.t na`y, o^ng no'i ra(`ng o^ng kho^ng ngo^`i tre^n xe cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu lu'c ddo'\. Ne^'u  chi'nh o^ng dda~ gie^'t o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu, ngu+o+`i ta cu~ng dda~ gie^'t o^ng nhu+ gie^'t Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung ro^`i\.

        Thie^'u Ta' Du+o+ng Hie^'u Nghi~a la` mo^.t dda?ng vie^n dda?ng DDa.i Vie^.t, thuo^.c va`o loa.i ca(m thu` nha` Ngo^, sau na`y dda~ ddu+o+.c Tu+o+'ng Nguye^~n Kha'nh  cho ngo^`i ghe^' phu. tha^?m qua^n nha^n cu?a To`a A'n Ca'c Ma.ng, xe't xu+' va` tuye^n a'n tu+? hi`nh o^ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Ca^?n theo le^.nh cu?a Henry Cabot Lodge, ma(.c  du` kho^ng co' ba(`ng chu+'ng xa'c thu+.c\. Do ddo', nhie^`u ngu+o+`i va^~n tin va`o lo+`i tu+o+`ng thua^.t cu?a ba` Sandy Lesberg\.

        Co' le~ Tu+o+'ng Nguye^~n Cha'nh Thi la` ngu+o+`i bie^'t ro~ DDa.i U'y Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung dda~ gie^'t o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu nhu+ the^' na`o, vi` sau cuo^.c “chi?nh  ly'” nga`y 30.1.1964, tru+o+'c khi ra le^.nh gie^'t DDa.i U'y Nhung dde^? phi tang mo^.t nha^n chu+'ng quan tro.ng (co' le~ theo le^.nh cu?a CIA), o^ng dda~ ddi'ch tha^n la^'y  lo+`i khai cu?a Nhung va` co`n ba('t Nhung ngo^`i vie^'t lo+`i khai ve^` vu. na`y\. O^ng co' cho to^i nhi`n qua to+` khai na`y na(m 1968 khi ddang o+? Washington D.C\. Nhu+ng  ra^'t tie^'c, khi xua^'t ba?n cuo^'n “Vie^.t Nam: Mo^.t tro+`i ta^m su+.”, o^ng dda~ kho^ng cho in nguye^n va(n to+` khai na`y, ma` tu+. y' su+?a ddo^?i va` ca('t bo+'t ddi\.  Tu+o+'ng Mai Hu+~u Xua^n ddu+o+.c ddo^?i tha`nh Tu+o+'ng Thu, ma(.c da^`u trong Qua^n Lu+.c VNCH lu'c ddo' kho^ng co' tu+o+'ng na`o te^n la` Tu+o+'ng Thu ca?\.  Theo to+` khai ma` Tu+o+ng Thi co^ng bo^' trong cuo^'n sa'ch no'i tre^n, DDa.i U'y Nhung dda~ khai nhu+ sau:

        Khi xe M113 cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu cha.y ddu+o+.c chu+`ng 500 thu+o+'c, Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Thu (tu+'c Mai Hu+~u Xua^n) cha.y xe ngu+o+.c chie^`u tro+? la.i  va` ddu+a le^n mo^.t ngo'n tay tro?\. DDang co`n u' o+' chu+a bie^'t gie^'t ai, o^ng Die^.m hay o^ng Nhu, ho. ddi.nh cha.y qua dde^? ho?i la.i cho ro~ thi` da^n chu'ng u`a ra  xem ra^'t ddo^ng, kho^ng cha.y qua ddu+o+.c\. Bo^?ng Thie^'u Tu+o+'ng Thu ddu+a hai ngo'n tay, ho. hie^?u ra(`ng o^ng ra le^.nh ba('n ca? hai ngu+o+`i\. Thie^'u ta' Nhung  lie^`n ru't su'ng Colt 12 ba('n mo^~i ngu+o+`i 5 pha't, va` sau ddo' ba('n o^ng Nhu the^m ba pha't va`o ngu+.c nu+~a\.

        Tu+o+'ng Le^ Minh DDa?o, lu'c ddo' la` DDa.i U'y tu`y vie^n cu?a Tu+o+'ng Le^ Va(n Kim, dda~ cho bie^'t nhu+ sau: Sau khi o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu bi. ha. sa't i't la^u,  Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung co' ke^? la.i chuye^.n na`y cho o^ng nghe\. Nhung no'i ra(`ng khi ddu+o+.c le^.nh gie^'t ca? hai o^ng, Nhung dda~ ba('n o^ng Nhu tru+o+'c\. O^ng  Die^.m tha^'y the^' dda~ nha('m ma('t la.i\. Nhung lie^`n ba('n o^ng Die^.m 5 pha't\. Sau ddo' quay qua ba('n o^ng Nhu the^m 3 pha't nu+~a\. DDie^`u na`y phu` ho+.p vo+'i  lo+`i khai ma` Tu+o+'ng Nguye^~n Cha'nh Thi dda~ co^ng bo^'\. 

        Tuy nhie^n, su+. tha^.t kho^ng pha?i chi? co' the^'\. Xa'c o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu dda~ ddu+o+.c ddu+a va`o be^.nh xa' cu?a Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u dde^? kha'm  nghie^.m\. Ba'c si~ Huy`nh Va(n Hu+o+~n (hie^.n nay o+? New York), gia'm ddo^'c be^.nh xa' na`y lu'c ddo', dda~ kha'm nghie^.m va` chu+'ng nha^.n ra(`ng ca? o^ng Die^.m  la^~n o^ng Nhu dda~ bi. ba('n tu+` sau o't ra tru+o+'c\. Xa'c o^ng Die^.m co' nhie^`u ve^'t ba^`m, chu+'ng to? dda~ bi. dda'nh dda^.p tru+o+'c khi ba('n\. Xa'c o^ng Nhu bi.  dda^m nhie^`u nha't, a'o ra'ch na't va` dda^`y ma'u\. Va^.y o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu dda~ bi. tro'i, dda'nh dda^.p va` dda^m lu'c na`o\? 

        Mo^.t nha^n chu+'ng ra^'t quan tro.ng hie^.n ddang o+? Melbourne, U'c Cha^u, cho bie^'t o^ng la` ngu+o+`i ddi tre^n chie^'t M113 cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu tu+` nha`  tho+` cha Tam ve^` Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u, ne^n dda~ chu+'ng kie^'n nhu+~ng su+. vie^.c xa^?y ra\. Ca^u chuye^.n o^ng ke^? la.i co' ve~ ho+.p ly' ho+n ca?\.

        Theo nha^n chu+'ng na`y, va`o tru+a 1.11.1963, chi ddoa`n thie^'t gia'p cu?a o^ng ddu+o+.c le^.nh va`o Sa`i Go`n dde^? ta(ng cu+o+`ng ba?o ve^. thu? ddo^\. Khi dde^'n Sa`i  Go`n, chi ddo^.i na`y ddu+o+.c chia la`m hai toa'n, mo^.t toa'n ho+.p lu+.c vo+'i qua^n ba.n bao va^y Dinh Gia Long, mo^.t toa'n la`m vo`ng ddai an ninh cho Bo^. To^?ng Tham  Mu+u\. Nha^n chu+'ng o+? trong toa'n ddo'ng ta.i Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u\.

        Sa'ng 2.11.1963, khoa?ng 6 gio+` 15 phu't, toa'n o^ng ddu+o+.c le^.nh di chuye^?n ra kho?i Bo^. To^?ng Tham Mu+u\. Khi vu+`a ra kho?i co^?ng chi'nh thi` tha^'y co' 3  chie^'c xe Jeep ddang cho+`\. Chie^'c thu+' nha^'t co' Tu+o+'ng Mai Hu+~u Xua^n va` 3 ca^.n ve^.\. Chie^'c thu+' hai cho+? DDa.i Ta' Du+o+ng Ngo.c La('m, DDa.i U'y  Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung va` DDa.i U'y Du+o+ng Hie^'u Nghi~a\. Chie^'c thu+' ba cho+? 4 ngu+o+`i, trong ddo' co' DDa.i U'y Phan Ho`a Hie^.p\. Sau ddo' la` hai chie^'c M113\.  Nha^n chu+'ng ngo^`i o+? chie^'c thu+' nhi`\. Cuo^'i cu`ng la` 2 chie^'c GMC cho+? dda^`y li'nh co' vu~ trang dda^`y ddu?\.

        Khi dde^'n Cho+. Lo+'n, ga^`n mo^.t nha` tho+`, xe cha.y cha^.m la.i, ca'c binh si~ tre^n hai chie^'c GMC ddu+o+.c le^.nh nha?y xuo^'ng, mo^.t so^' bo^' tri' xung quanh nha`  tho+`, so^' co`n la.i bo^' tri' o+? vo`ng ngoa`i\. Xe Tu+o+'ng Xua^n cha.y mo^.t vo`ng ro^`i dda^.u la.i be^n kia ddu+o+`ng\.

        Sau ca'i pha^'t tay cu?a DDa.i Ta' Du+o+ng Ngo.c La('m, ba dda.i u'y Nhung, Nghi~a va` Hie^.p nha?y xuo^'ng xe\. DDa.i Ta' La('m ngoa('c chie^'c M113 co' nha^n chu+'ng  ngo^`i tre^n ddo' ddi theo\. Nha^n chu+'ng cu~ng nha?y xuo^'ng xe\. Khi ca'ch DDa.i Ta' La('m khoa?ng 2 thu+o+'c, nha^n chu+'ng tha^'y co' 4 ngu+o+`i tu+` trong nha` tho+`  ddi ra\. Ngu+o+`i ddi dda^`u la` To^?ng Tho^'ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Die^.m\. Ngu+o+`i ddi tie^'p theo la` o^ng Ngo^ DDi`nh Nhu\. Sau cu`ng la` hai tu`y vie^n (DDa.i U'y DDo^~  Tho. va` o^ng Nguye^~n DDa('c Kha')\. DDa.i Ta' La('m dde^'n cha`o o^ng Die^.m:

        - Thu+`a le^.nh Trung Tu+o+'ng Chu? Ti.ch Ho^.i DDo^`ng Qua^n Nha^n Ca'ch Ma.ng, chu'ng to^i dde^'n ddo'n cu. va` o^ng co^' va^'n\.

        O^ng Die^.m:

        - O^ng DDo^n va` o^ng Minh dda^u he`\?

        DDa.i Ta' La('m:

        - Thu+a cu., hai o^ng co`n ddang ba^.n vie^.c o+? To^?ng Tham Mu+u\.

        - Tho^i ddu+o+.c\. The^' to^i va` o^ng co^' va^'n ddi cu`ng xe kia vo+'i o^ng\.

        DDa.i Ta' La('m quay ngu+o+`i la.i chi? va`o chie^'c M113 va` no'i:

        - Thu+a cu., xin cu. le^n xe na`y cho\.

        O^ng Nhu khe? nhi'u ma`y le^n tie^'ng:

        - Kho^ng the^? ddo'n To^?ng Tho^'ng ba(`ng mo^.t chie^'c xe nhu+ va^.y\. DDe^? to^i lie^n la.c vo+'i o^ng DDo^n, o^ng DDi'nh coi xem\.

        DDa.i Ta' La('m khe~ nhu'n vai:

        - To^i kho^ng bie^'t\. DDa^y la` le^.nh cu?a Trung Tu+o+'ng Chu? Ti.ch\.

        DDa.i U'y Nhung lie^`n oang oang:

        - Xin mo+`i hai o^ng le^n xe ngay cho ddi\.

        Ma(.t o^ng Nhu ddo? bu+`ng, gio.ng ra^'t quye^'t lie^.t:

        - Kho^ng ddu+o+.c\. DDe^? to^i ho?i la.i o^ng Minh, o^ng DDo^n\. To^i ddi xe na`o cu~ng ddu+o+.c, nhu+ng co`n To^?ng Tho^'ng\...

        DDa.i U'y Nhung:

        - O+? dda^y kho^ng co`n To^?ng Tho^'ng na`o ca?\.

        Ngay la^.p tu+'c, nhung ba?o hai qua^n nha^n cha.y dde^'n dda^?y hai o^ng le^n xe va` ha. cu+?a xe xuo^'ng\...

        Xe ddi he^'t ddu+o+`ng Nguye^~n Tra?i, va`o ddu+o+`ng Vo~ Ta'nh dde^'n tru+o+'c To^?ng Nha Ca?nh Sa't Quo^'c Gia thi` ngu+`ng la.i\. To^?ng Nha na`y dda~ bi. chie^'m  tu+` nga`y ho^m tru+o+'c ne^n kho^ng co`n mo^.t ca?nh sa't na`o lui to+'i\. Chung quanh, ca'c binh si~ thuo^.c Su+ DDoa`n 5 cu?a DDa.i Ta' Ngu+ye^~n Va(n Thie^.u canh  ga'c ra^'t ca^?n ma^.t\.

        Mo^.t DDa.i Ta' tu+` tre^n xe Jeep nha?y xuo^'ng, ba?o ca'c binh si~ tre^n xe M113 cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu xuo^'ng xe he^'t\. Ba?y ngu+o+`i tre^n xe nha?y xuo^'ng,  nhu+ng ta`i xe^' va` anh ha. si~ xa. thu? ddu+o+.c ra le^.nh o+? la.i\. Xe ddu+o+.c le^.nh ddi va`o To^?ng Nha\.

        Khoa?ng 20 phu't sau, chie^'c M113 la.i tu+` To^?ng Nha cha.y ra\. Ca'c binh si~ lu'c na?y ddu+o+.c le^.nh leo le^n xe la.i\. Xe cha.y ngu+o+.c ddu+o+`ng Vo~ Ta'nh tro+? la.i  ddu+o+`ng Co^.ng Ho`a\. Nha^n chu+'ng ho?i ha. si~ xa. thu?:

        - O^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu dda^u\?

        - O+? du+o+'i\.

        - Sao ro^`i\?

        - O^ng Nhu bi. tra ta^'n khu?ng khie^'p ro^`i bi. xie^'t co^? che^'t ba(`ng da^y ddie^.n\. Ngu+o+`i ta ho?i o^ng ta nhie^`u la^`n: Va`ng, ba.c, tie^`n cu?a ca^'t dda^u\? Ai  giu+~\? Co+ so+? kinh ta`i go^`m nhu+~ng co+ so+? na`o\? O^ng Nhu tra? lo+`i kho^ng bie^'t\.

        - Co`n o^ng Die^.m\?

        - O^ng Die^.m bi. dde` co^? ra tro'i thu'c ke' ro^`i ne'm va`o ha^`m xe\.

        - Che^'t hay so^'ng\?

        - Kho^ng bie^'t\.

        Xe qua kho?i tru+o+`ng Petrus Ky' ro^`i que.o pha?i va`o ddu+o+`ng Ho^`ng Tha^.p Tu+. thi` ga(.p la.i 2 xe Jeep va` hai xe cho+? binh si~ lu'c xua^'t ha`nh buo^?i sa'ng\. Xe  DDa.i Ta' Du+o+ng Ngo.c La('m ddi dda^`u, xe thu+' hai co' DDa.i U'y Nhung\. Khi dde^'n ddu+o+`ng Cao Tha('ng, be^n ho^ng be^.nh vie^.n Tu+` Du~, xe ngu+`ng la.i vi`  be^n kia ddang co' xe cu?a Tu+o+'ng Xua^n cha.y ngu+o+.c tro+? la.i\. Da^n chu'ng ra xem ra^'t ddo^ng\. Tu+o+'ng Xua^n nhi`n DDa.i U'y Nhung va` ddu+a hai ngo'n tay tra'i  le^n hai la^`n\. Sau ddo', o^ng ddu+a ngo'n tay tro? le^n kho?i dda^`u va` co va`o duo^~i ra dde^'n 4 la^`n (gio'ng nhu+ bo'p co`)\. DDa.i U'y Nhung ga^.t dda^`u ro^`i ddu+a  tay le^n cha`o\.

        Khi xe dde^'n ga^`n ddu+o+`ng ra^`y xe lu+?a thi` du+`ng la.i tru+o+'c co^?ng xe dda~ ddu+o+.c ddo'ng la.i vi` ddang co' ddoa`n xe lu+?a ddi qua\. DDa.i U'y Nhung tu+`  chie^'c xe Jeep nha?y qua chie^'n M113 co' cho+? o^ng Die^.m va` o^ng Nhu va` la lo+'n: “Xuo^'ng! Xuo^'ng!” Ca'c binh si~ tre^n xe M113 nha?y xuo^'ng he^'t\. Nha^n  chu+'ng vu+`a nha?y xuo^'ng dda^'t thi` nghe nhie^`u tie^'ng su'ng no^?\...

        Nhu+~ng lo+`i tie^'t lo^. cu?a nha^n chu+'ng na`y cho chu'ng ta the^m nhu+~ng ye^'u to^' mo+'i, nha^'t la` ddoa.n hai o^ng bi. ddu+a va`o To^?ng Nha Ca?nh Sa't dde^? tra  ta^'n va` kha?o cu?a\. Tro` kha?o cu?a na`y la` mo^.t “so+? tru+o+`ng” cu?a Tu+o+'ng Mai Hu+~u Xua^n\. Su+. tie^'t lo^. na`y dda~ giu'p gia?i thi'ch ta.i sao hai o^ng bi. tro't  tay ra phi'a sau lu+ng, tre^n ma(.t o^ng Die^.m co' nhie^`u ve^'t ba^`m va` tre^n ngu+o+`i o^ng Nhu co' nhie^`u la't dao dda^m\. Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung chi? leo le^n xe M113  trong mo^.t tho+`i gian nga('n, kho^ng the^? ga^y ra ta^'t ca? nhu+~ng thu+' ddo' ddu+o+.c\.

        Sau khi thi ha`nh xong le^.nh cu?a chu? va` la~nh tie^`n co^ng, “bo.n a'c o^n co^n ddo^` dda'ng nguye^`n ru?a” ca^'u xe' nhau ve^` chu+'c quye^`n va` tie^`n ba.c, ddu+a to+'i  ma^'t ma^'t chu? quye^`n quo^'c gia, ro^`i dde^'n ma^'t nu+o+'c\. 

        Ba^y gio+` o+? no+i ca'c ddi.a ta^`ng “naraca”, Du+o+ng Va(n Minh, Tra^`n Va(n DDo^n, Mai Hu+~u Xua^n, Le^ Va(n Kim, DDo^~ Ma^.u, Nguye^~n Va(n Thie^.u,  Du+o+ng Ngo.c La('m, Nguye^~n Va(n Quan, Nguye^~n Va(n Nhung\... ddang cu`ng vo+'i hai “o^ng tha^`y” Henry Cabot Lodge, Lucien Emile Conein nghie^`n nga^?m ve^`  lo+`i nguye^`n ru?a cu?a To^?ng Tho^'ng Johnson\. Nghe no'i trong nhu+~ng na(m cuo^'i cu`ng, Mai Hu+~u Xua^n dda~ pha't ddie^n, thi?nh thoa?ng quy` quay va`o tu+o+`ng,  cha^'p tay van la.y: “Xin cu. tha cho con!”\. 

        No+i cho^'n lua^n ho^`i, Tra^`n Thie^.n Khie^m, DDa(.ng Va(n Quang\... kho^ng da'm bu+o+'c ra nhi`n a'nh sa'ng, To^n Tha^'t DDi'nh tha^'t the^?u nhu+ mo^.t bo'ng ma\...
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